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‘Maha’ crisis in ruling MVA
as Shiv Sena leader rebels

Decamps to Surat with 20-plus legislators, sacked as minister and chief whip

ADITI PHADNIS
New Delhi, 21June

aharashtra housing minister
M Eknath Shinde plunged the state

government into a crisis when
he, along with 20 other MLAS (exact num-
ber unclear), decamped to a resort in Surat,
with the assistance of the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP).

This move may be a possible step to
bring down the Shiv-Sena-led Mahar-
ashtra Vikas Aghadi (MVA) coalition gov-
ernment. Shinde is one of the Shiv Sena’s
senior-most leaders and was a part of Sena
founder Balasaheb Thackeray’s inner cir-
cle. However, on Tuesday, he removed the
Shiv Sena affiliation from his Twitter bio.
Soon after, chief minister Uddhav Thac-
keray sacked him from ministership and
his position as chief whip of the party.

This development represents the
biggest-ever threat to the continuance of
a government that has been buffeted by
political challenges since it came to power
in2019. The MVA comprises the Shiv Sena,
the Nationalist Congress Party, the
Congress and a host of smaller groups and
Independents.

The profile of the assembly after the
elections was such that no group could
have formed a government without the
support of the NCP. The Sena and the BJP
had an acrimonious fall out after the 2019
assembly elections - though they contest-
ed the polls as allies.

As the Sena formed the government
after tying up with the Congress and NCP,
the BJP had left no stone unturned to
destabilise the government.

It was trying to do so either by dividing
the NCP (by offering blandishments to cur-
rent deputy chief minister Ajit Pawar, a
plan that was foiled) or splitting the Sena.

However, former BJP chief minister
Devendra Fadnavis has predicted consis-
tently that the MVA was so driven by con-
tradictions and it would fall on its own.

The current crisis appears to have been

Police outside a hotel during meeting of Maharashtras MPs and MLAs, in Surat on
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Assembly is reduced to 285 following the
death of Shiv Sena MLA Ramesh Latke, while two NCP
MLAs - Nawab Malik and Anil Deshmukh - are currently
injail and have not been allowed to vote
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precipitated by Uddhav Thackeray
upbraiding Shinde for the success of the
BJP in the recent Rajya Sabha and legisla-
tive council elections in which some Sena
MLAs voted for the BJP. Thackeray
stopped short of naming Shinde as the one
responsible for the increase in BJP num-
bers. This was the last straw for Shinde
who has, over the last two years, made his
resentment clear at the rise of Aaditya
Thackeray.

His interference in Shinde’s ministry
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did not go down well with the latter.

In the past, Sharad Pawar had acted as
the main interlocutor and father figure,
guiding the MVA through its rough patch-
es. However, on Tuesday, he said Shinde’s
rebellion “was an internal matter” of the
Sena. Shinde has let Uddhav know that
the proximate cause for his rebellion was
that he could no longer tolerate the MVA
alliance partners NCP and Congress. He
wanted the Sena to return to its old ally,
the BJP. Obviously, this will not be accept-
able to the Sena.

The standoff can be resolved in one of
the three ways: The Sena MLAs (around
20) resign from the party and defect to the
BJP. If they resign, the government goes
into minority and President’s Rule is
declared, until the BJP is given a chance
to stake claim to form the government.
However, at least a third of Sena’s MLAs
(19 out of 55) must quit to beat the anti-
defection law.

The other option is that they resign,
contest bypolls and return to the House as
affiliates of the BJP. This was done in
Madhya Pradesh.

The third is that the government man-
ages to win over the errant MLAs, includ-
ing Shinde.
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AGENCIES
New Delhi, 21June

The BJP parliamentary board
on Tuesday named Droupadi
Murmu, a tribal leader of the
party from Odisha, as the rul-
ing NDA's candidate for the
presidential election.

The announcement comes
hours after the Opposition
named former Union minister

Droupadi Murmu, a former

E.

Former Union minister

It’s Murmu vs Sinha

to have a consensus candidate
for the highest office of the
Republic should have been tak-
en by the government. “We are
happy to announce that we
have unanimously chosen
Yashwant Sinha as the com-
mon candidate of the opposi-
tion parties for the presidential
election, which will take place
on July 18,” Ramesh said.

"In his long and distin-
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Yashwant Sinha Yashwant
Sinha as its joint nominee.

BJP president J P Nadda
announced her name at a press
conference following a meeting
of the party top brass.

Murmu (64), a former
Jharkhand governor, will be
the first tribal woman to occu-
py the top constitutional post
if she is elected, a strong possi-
bility as numbers are stacked
in favour of the BJP-led Nati-
onal Democratic Alliance
(NDA).  Prime  Minister
Narendra Modi on Tuesday
said the former Jharkhand gov-
ernor has devoted her life to
serving society and expressed
confidence that she will be a

Jharkhand governor, will be
the first tribal woman to
occupy the top constitutional
post if she is elected

"great President".

Several major opposition
parties, including the
Congress, the NCP and the
TMC, on Tuesday picked for-
mer Union minister Yashwant
Sinha as their candidate for the
July 18 presidential polls.

Opposition leaders, who
gathered at the Parliament
annexe for the meeting con-
vened by NCP chief Sharad
Pawar to decide on a common
candidate for the much dis-
cussed presidential election,

Yashwant Sinha had served as
FM in the Chandra Shekhar
and in the Atal Bihari
Vajpayee governments

unanimously agreed on Sinha's
name.

The veteran politician, who
has “stepped aside” from the
Trinamool Congress and was
earlier with the BJP, will file his
nomination papers on June 27.

“We regret Modi govern-
ment made no serious effort to
have consensus on a presiden-
tial candidate,” Congress leader
Jairam Ramesh, who read out
a joint statement after the
meeting, said.

He noted that the initiative

guished career in public life,
Shri Yashwant Sinha has
served the nation in various
capacities - as an able admin-
istrator, accomplished parlia-
mentarian and acclaimed
Union Minister of Finance and
External Affairs. He iseminent-
ly qualified to uphold secular
and democratic character of
the Indian Republic and its

Constitutional values," the
statement said.
The leaders also announced

that a committee formed to
steer Sinha's presidential cam-
paign will start working from
today. Sinha, who has been
vocal on a range of issues, is in
his 80s.

Agnipathrecruitment
ontrack: Tri-services

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, 21June

The armed forces said on Tuesday that "cred-
ible" information on the 'Agnipath' scheme
recently has dispelled misinformation about
the initiative and asserted that youngsters
preparing to become soldiers have returned

violence to protest the scheme, Puri said all
applicants for 'Agnipath' will have to give an
undertaking that they were not part of any

process.

to physical activities at several places.

Amid misgivings about the recruitment
process, Lt Gen Anil Puri, additional secre-
tary, Department of Military Affairs, asserted
that the recruitment process will remain
unchanged and the traditional regimentation
system in the military will continue.

The scheme, which envisages a four-year
term for 75 per cent of recruits, was an out-
come of a long period of consultation within
the three services and the Ministry of Defence
besides deliberation among several wings of
the government. It is a much needed reform,

the Agnipath

scheme.

violence. "There is no place for arson and vio-

lence in the armed forces," he said.
Referring to police verification, he noted

that it has always been a part of recruitment

Centre files caveat

The Centre has filed a caveat in the Supreme
Court and urged that it be heard before the
court passes any order on petitions against

scheme.

The Agnipath scheme, announced on
June 14, provides for the recruitment of
youths between the age bracket of 17.5 to 21
for four years with the provision to retain 25
per cent of them for 15 more years. Protests
have erupted in several states against the

National Herald
case: ED quizzes
Rahul Gandhi
for fifth day

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi was questioned by
the Enforcement Directorate
for over nine hours on Tue-
sday on the fifth day of his
deposition in the National
Herald money laundering
case. Gandhi, 52, took a half-
hour break around 8 pm and
re-joined the session.

He left the ED headquar-
ters along with his security
escort to go to his home on
Tughlaq Lane.

He reached the federal
agency's office around 11.15
am and did not take any
break post noon as he had
done in his previous
appearances.

The Congress MPhas
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spent almost 50 hours at the
ED office over five sittings
with the investigators ques-
tioning him over multiple ses-
sions and recording his state-
ment under the PMLA.  PTI

he said at a tri-service press conference.
Various committees since 1989 had made
recommendations on these lines, he said,
adding that all stakeholders were involved in
finalising the Agnipath scheme.
With youths at several places resorting to

Later, the government extended the upper
age limit to 23 years for recruitment in 2022.

Meanwhile, a fresh petition was filed in
the apex court on Monday, seeking a direc-
tion to the Centre for reconsideration of the
Agnipath scheme.
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